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TAGS: MARR, MILI, PARM, UK 

SUBJECT: BRITISH DEPENSE REVIEW 

REF: (A) BONN 7789; (B) LONDON 6076 

1 . WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE NEWS ITEM REPORTED REF (A) 
DERIVES PROM A 10 MAY PRESS BACKGROUNDER BY CHANCELLOR 
HEALEY (REP B) DURING WHICH HE COMPARED BRITAIN'S "IN- 
EQUITABLY HEAVY" DEPENSE BURDEN WITH ITS DIPPICULT ECONO- 
MIC SITUATION AND CONCLUDED THAT REDUCTIONS IN NATO COM- 
MITTED PORCES (INCLUDING BAOR) ARE INEVITABLE. HEALEY 
REPORTEDLY STRESSED THAT NO REDUCTIONS OF THIS SORT WOULD 
BE MADE WITHOUT PULL CONSULTATION WITH THE ALLIES; NEVER- 
THELESS, HE BELIEVES THE DEPENSE REVIEW NOW IN PROCESS 
CAN ONLY COME TO THIS CONCLUSION. 

2. HEALEY REPORTEDLY WENT ON TO CONSIDER THE EFPECTS OF 
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SUCH CUTS ON NATO, HYPOTHISIZED THAT BRITISH PULLOUTS - 
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ADDED TO THOSE THAT PROBABLY WILL ELOW EROM MBER - WOULD 
RENDER NATO'S STRATEGY OF "ELEXIBLE RESPONSE" UNREALISTIC, 
AND STATED HIS BELIEE THAT A NEW STRATEGY, POSSIBLY ALONG 
THE LINES OUTLINED IN THE ERANKEURTER RUNDSCHAU ARTICLE, 
WILL BE REQUIRED. 

3. COMMENT: AS NOTED REE (B), THE BRITISH DEEENSE RE- 
VIEW WILL NOT BE COMPLETED UNTIL LATE SUMMER OR EARLY 
AUTUMN, AND DEEENSE SECRETARY MASON ALREADY APPEARS TO BE 
LAYING THE EOUNDATION EOR AN MOD POSITION THAT OPPOSES 
ALL BUT MINIMAL CUTS. CHANCELLOR HEALEY'S MOVE FROM 
DEFENSE TO THE TREASURY HAS NOT INHIBITED HIM FROM SPEAK- 
ING OUT BOLDLY AND AUTHORITATIVELY ON DEEENSE MATTERS, 
HOWEVER, AND THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE VIEWS HE EX- 
PRESSED LAST WEEK WILL HAVE STRONG SUPPORT WITHIN THE 
PARTY AND THE CABINET WHEN MAJOR DECISIONS ON FUTURE 
DEEENSE POLICY AND SPENDING ARE TAKEN LATER THIS YEAR. 

SOHM 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY POLICIES, TROOP REDUCTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 MAY 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974LONDON06144 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740121-0920 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740543/aaaablse.tel 

Line Count: 80 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: (A) BONN 7789; (B) LONDON 6076 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 MAR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26 MAR 2002 by collinp0>; APPROVED <08 MAY 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BRITISH DEFENSE REVIEW 
TAGS: MARR, MILI, PARM, UK, NATO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



